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This is an updated third edition of our popular introduction to language teaching methodology,
which describes different methods and approaches in language teaching. Clear and jargon-free,
it provides practical step-by-step guidance for new teachers, and introduces more experienced
teachers to new approaches and teaching ideas. Includes a new chapter on the use of digital
technology.

"The authors succinctly capture the essence of each method's guiding principles and
perspective on the larger question of how languages are learned...this volume is a clearly written
introduction to language teaching methods that includes many concrete examples and practical
advice for teachers."--Linguist ListAbout the AuthorDr. Diane Larsen-Freeman is a Professor of
Education and Director of the English Language Institute at the University of Michigan in Ann
Arbor. She is also Distinguished Senior Faculty Fellow at the School for International Training in
Brattleboro, Vermont. She has spoken and published widely on the topics of teacher education,
second language acquisition, English grammar, and language teaching methodology. In 1997,
Dr. Larsen-Freeman was inducted into the Vermont Academy of Arts and Sciences. In 1999, she
was named one of the ESL pioneers by ESL Magazine. In 2000, she received a Lifetime
Achievement Award from Heinle and Heinle Publishers.
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Victoria Green, “Just as pictured. Lots of great methods to consider”

Scott Burgan, “A good overview, but light on critical analysis.. This is a great introduction to all of
the various methods of teaching foreign languages. The author writes clearly about what kind of
principles and ideas form the foundation of various methods and approaches. She details which
theories of language and learning and which goals are deemed important by proponents of each
method. She describes a typical lesson in different settings around the world for each chapter
and method which becomes the core of each chapter.Although an easy and informative read, I
found that the author was incredibly reluctant to make any criticism or praise on any of the
methods. I would have found this book more useful if the author had brought to light what
criticisms have been made of each method and if possible what its proponents have said in
defending it. Also it would have been especially nice to hear about what research has been done
(if applicable) on the efficacy of each method.The author claims that the aim of the book is to
inform teachers about other methods and the principles that undermine them, so that readers
can make use of these in a 'principally eclectic' way. So I can see why she avoided critically
undermining the approaches introduced in the book. However, I feel that my own ability to make
these choices would have been enhanced by a more critical analysis of the advantages and
disadvantages of each method.It's a solid introduction for beginners, but definitely left me
wanting more.”

Joe Bailey, “Highly useful resource. This was the required text for an online course that I recently
took. The outstanding feature was the approach to exemplifying and clarifying each of the
teaching methods treated. Each chapter presented a narrative of the actual happenings in a
class where a given method was in use. This was followed by a chart which paired the specific
teaching actions to an underlying principle. The end of each chapter was a series of 10
questions, particularly relevant to the TESOL situation (i.e: What are the goals? How is culture
viewed? How are errors dealt with?, What is the role of students' native language?). This
approach makes the key information and concepts more likely to be understood and
remembered, without 'watering down' any of the subject matter.”

Xiaoshuang Ru, “each chapter is quite comprehensible and easy to understand. use it as my
textbook! each chapter is quite comprehensible and easy to understand!Each chapter begins as
an observation class using different teaching method, including CLT, ALM, Direct method, the
Silent Way and desuggestopedia and others. And it has discussed how to implement these
methods into your class because the descriptions are quite detailed. It also talks about the role
of teachers and students, culture-specific teaching practice, the role of native language, and the
most outstanding features of each method.overall, i like it very much and definitely want to add it
to my own library.”



Monica, “Recommended for novice language teachers. This book explains methods used for
language teaching and learning. I’ve been a language teacher for 13 years and I found the
content of the book basic. I recommend the book to any novice teachers or anyone starting ESL/
ELL teaching. If you’re an experienced language teacher, I think this book it is not for you.I
received the book in good condition.”

A busy teacher, “I don't believe one could find a better methods book for students. I'm using this
as a text for an ESL Methods class I'm developing, and while I think it presents the various
methodologies very clearly and accurately, I do wish the authors would have taken a stand on
which methodologies are more effective than others, since clearly, they are not all equal. Had the
authors presented criticisms, or at least pros/cons, of the less effective methods, I don't believe
one could find a better methods book for students.”

KJ, “Good, Clear Explanation of Teaching Techniques. This is a required reading for one of my
graduate classes called "Intro. to Language Teaching Methods." It nicely complements the
online readings that are also for this class. The descriptions of the teaching methods are
thorough, but at the same time, the language is simple and easy to understand (not what you
expect in a grad class!). For each technique, there is an in-depth example of a lesson taught
using that method. It's a good book to read if you want an overview of many of the past and
current language teaching techniques. I've come across several interesting activities that I can
integrate into my classroom.”

miang, “Very practical for understanding different metrologies in contexts. This is so far the best
introductory book for teaching methodologies I have ever seen. It explains the methodology first,
then describes a class using the particular methodology and then summarize the techniques
unique to that methodology. I wish I had this book when I was doing the practical block of my
DipTESOL.”

John P, “Must read. A must read for any EFL teacher wanting to build his/her understanding of
the alternative methods of teaching.The book is made up of a number of chapters addressing
approaches to teaching which date from the very first Grammar Translation to the more current
Participatory Approach, and everything in between. The writing is very accessible, giving an
introduction to the academic school behind each approach, an example lesson and a list of
guiding principles for each.In today's world of principled eclecticism in teaching, it's nice to have
a ground-level introduction to some of the less commonly used approaches. I've used CLL and
Participatory elements in my lessons to good effect as a result of reading this book.”

Ebook Library ReaderLRBH, “Excellent, clear, highly recommend. Really nicely lays out what
other books failed to make clear. Highly recommend for anyone doing a DipTESOL, Delta or MA
in Applied Linguistics which will look at ESL methodology.”



colin, “Value. Nice book”

silviamvdeo, “Indispensable!. The most clear overview of teaching methods I have ever seen.
Updated to include more current trends, this books gives teachers and trainees and clear picture
of what the different methods look like in practice with a clear analysis of the principles
underlying each method”

Natty, “Five Stars. Good analysis and easy to read”

The book by Harold Rubin has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 375 people have provided feedback.
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